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Dear Friends, 

Keep some room in your heart for the unimaginable. — Mary Oliver 

As Cranaleith completes its 19th year as a spiritual center, the Board pauses 
to acknowledge in gratitude, the guidance that has brought us thus far. As 
stewards of this ministry, we have embraced Cranaleith’s mission to be a 
sanctuary of Mercy to all, and most especially to those on the margins.

This publication looks back and highlights some of our accomplishments in 
fiscal year 2016-2017, tells stories of our impact and acknowledges those who 
helped to advance our mission.

As we look ahead, we are excited to be on the threshold of the next phase of 
our growth. After engaging in an extensive search, it is our pleasure to introduce 
Charlene Flaherty as the new Executive Director of Cranaleith Spiritual Center. 
Charlene is passionate about our mission, deeply formed with the charism of 
mercy, and gifted in managing others. Equally important is her experience in 
leading organizations, building cohesive teams, and creating a sustainable 
future. Her experiences connect well with Cranaleith’s mission, “to seek to invite 
those at the center of need and those at the center of influence to reflection, 
reverent dialogue and meaningful partnerships.”

We warmly welcome Charlene and trust that God’s providential care will help us 
accomplish infinitely more than we can imagine. 

Jack Conroy Anne Kappler, RSM
BOARD CO-CHAIR BOARD CO-CHAIR



Our Mission
Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy, Cranaleith offers a contemplative space for all those seeking wholeness and 
transformation for themselves and society.  We are committed to making Cranaleith accessible to all, especially to persons 
who are poor and those who work in solidarity with them.  We seek to invite those at the center of need and those at the 
center of influence to reflection, reverent dialogue and meaningful partnerships.

Our Services 
Since our founding in 1998, Cranaleith Spiritual Center has served more than 50,000 individuals through our retreats, 
programs, and spirit-rekindling environment of safety, respect and trust. Gaelic for “sanctuary of trees,” Cranaleith fosters 
reflection, discernment and, ultimately, transformation for those who come here. 

Spiritual Programs & Retreats
Day and overnight programs for 
those discovering, probing or 
nurturing their spirituality.  

Work & Spirit Series
For business leaders to delve 
deeper into the challenges they 
face, rekindle their compassion, 
and renew the creative spirit they 
bring to their work. 

Eco-Spirituality 
Drawing on our 10-acre property, 
we offer a range of programs that 
engage and inspire participants 

to immerse themselves in 
environmental concerns. Creative 
and hands-on programs, such 
as gardening, farm practices 
and cooking, are employed to 
raise awareness about care for 
the earth and each other. Our 
Garden Wisdom program provides 
eco-therapy to clients from local 
nonprofits.

Veterans Programs
For returning vets and those that 
work with them to address the 
spiritual dimension of healing from 
the soul-wounds of war.
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Spiritual Direction Formation
A multi-year training program 
for those who wish to nurture 
and support others in deepening 
their spirituality and relationship 
with God. Spiritual direction and 
psychotherapy are offered by 
appointment.

Conference Center Meeting Space
For organizations seeking a place 
to focus on mission, strategic 
planning or to replenish vital 
energy. Groups benefit from our 
Mercy hospitality and atmosphere 
of warmth and inclusion. 

Our Impact 2016-2017

Our Victorian home, built in 1891, was added to the 
National Register of Historic Places in recognition of its 
architectural significance and the contributions of notable 
women who lived there. To mark the occasion, more than 
150 people attended a ceremony celebrating Women 
of Strength and Vision. 

On four occasions this year, we extended an invitation 
to female veterans to spend a day on retreat to begin 
healing from the soul-wounds of war.

Working with our volunteers and nonprofit partners, 
CATCH, Bethesda Project, Libertae, Inc., and St. John’s 
Hospice, we provided opportunities for more than 250 
clients, living on the margins, to experience spiritual 
growth and healing while participating in workshops. 

Using the sustainable practice of gardening year round, 
we harvested over 600 pounds of produce allowing our 
guests to reap the benefits of nutritious food. 

More than 89 groups were provided affordable meeting 
space and/or customized retreats for the renewal of staff 
working in non-profit and faith-based organizations who 
serve the neediest among us. This year, 57 percent of 
these groups were underwritten in whole or part.



A Message From Our New Executive Director
As I enter into my first month as Executive Director, I am grateful to have this moment 
to reflect on the beauty of Cranaleith and the rekindling of spirit, hope and connection 
that occurs here every day. During my very first visit to Cranaleith, I knew it was unique. 
Where else can you practice eco-spirituality through beekeeping, seasonal cooking 
classes and reflective retreats? We’re about both place and purpose and our wonderful 
staff and volunteers provide what I recognize as “radical hospitality” to both poor 
and privileged guests. We have much to offer and I am so blessed! I look forward to 
meeting you during your next visit to our  “Sanctuary of Trees” as our honored guest.

Charlene M. Flaherty
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Transformation is woven into the fabric of Cranaleith’s story and is made possible by the 
support of those who believe our mission and its lasting impact on individuals and society. 

Stories of Transformation

Aronda Smith-Benson is a member of 
Cranaleith’s board and a decorated 
Army veteran. She was introduced 
to Cranaleith by way of our Coming 
Home, Becoming Whole retreats for 
women vets. 

“Safety, reverence and gentle 
guidance welcome those who come 
to Cranaleith’s retreat days for women 
vets,” says Aronda. Women can tell 
their stories from an honest place, 
and be invited to find hope, resilience 
and courage within themselves. I see 
enormous possibilities for Cranaleith 
to connect to service-providers, and 
offer something essential to heal the 
wounds so many carry.” 

Aronda is the Founder and Executive 
Director of the Women Veterans 
Command Center where she 
advocates for the empowerment 
of women vets. She was recently 
named Veteran of Influence by the 
Philadelphia Business Journal.

Luke Hillier is the Philadelphia City 
Director of Mission Year, a national 
organization that seeks to develop 
leaders who will transform the 
church, the city and the world. After 
a day-long planning retreat, he told 
us, “Your grounds were beautiful, 
food terrific, and the meeting room 
was perfect. But even more than 
any of that was the truly moving 
hospitality and kindness from 
literally every staff member we 
crossed paths with during our visit. 
To receive that, not as high-paying 
executives, but as a group visiting 
with a tremendously moderate 
budget, and to know that all others 
in our situation are received the 
same...that’s really special. The 
commitment you all have to staying 
true to your mission with integrity 
and honor means a lot.”

Since 2010, Cranaleith has 
partnered with CATCH (Citizens 
Acting Together Can Help, Inc.) to 
provide Philadelphians, suffering 
from poverty and severe behavioral 
health issues, an opportunity to 
experience an alternative to their 
daily routine. “Cranaleith offers 
an environment of natural beauty 
that is conducive to healing, 
dignity and respect,” says John 
Bumbaca, former Mental Health 
Director, CATCH. “The workshops 
and activities are highly valued by 
our clients. By every measure, this 
joint-venture has proven extremely 
important to the quality of life of 
those involved.”  



Financial Summary                                                                                     (July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017)

Income
    Program Fees $171,310
    Gifts & Grants $335,488
    Investment Income $145,500
    Contributed Services/In-Kind Donations $59,367
    Fundraising $22,836

   Total Support & Revenue $734,501

Expenses
    Program Expenses $430,172
    Development $92,586
    Management & General $151,869
 

  Total Expenses $674,627

Ways to Give                                                                                            

Our mission is fueled by your support enabling us to tend to the wounds of the heart and spirit. Please consider a financial 
gift via check (payable to Cranaleith Spiritual Center) or credit card. Please also consider a matching, recurring or planned 
gift. Visit www.cranaleith.org/donate for more information. United Way Donor Option #12596

Complete audited financial statement and Form 990 are available at www.cranaleith.org.

The Interfaith Center of Greater Philadelphia hosted leaders from seminaries and religious training centers to dialogue about interfaith  
education as a means to better prepare students for vocations in religious leadership. 
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Thank You For Your Support                                           Donors 2016-2017

Cranaleith honors all those in search of healing, growth and renewal and does not turn anyone away because of limited 
financial resources. Our goal is to be as generous as we can in granting financial assistance for programs, retreats 
and spiritual direction, but we can’t do it alone. Because of our generous donors we are able to fulfill our mission of 
connecting those at the center of influence with those at the center of need. 
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Catherine T. Weychert
Earline B. Williams
Alberta Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Wilson
Margaret M. Winters
Leo & Susan Woehlcke
Betty Woytovitch
Heidi R. Wright Gibbons
Geraldine Yergey
Ellen Yezzi
Eileen Zaleski
Alicia Zapata, RSM
Dorothy Zeiser
Rev. Joel Ziff
Toni Zimmerman, RSM 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia  
   Association of Church Musicians    
   Office of Disability – Deaf Apostolate
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
Bethesda Project 
   Community Life Council
   Garden Volunteers
Brothers of the Christian Schools FSC DENA
CASA de Consejeria y Salud Integral, Inc.
CATCH (Citizens Acting Together Can Help, Inc.)
   Client Retreat
   Garden Volunteers
Chestnut Hill College
Congreso de Latinos 
Courage To Be Curious
Covenant House
Dawn Faith Sharing
Delaware Valley Assoc for the Education of  
   Young Children
Drueding Center
Eastern University
   Palmer Theological Seminary
   Sider Center
EDA Construction
Gathering Women’s Group

Germantown Special Services District
Glading Presbyterian Church Board of Elders
Holy Family Regional Catholic School
Hope Partnership for Education
I Choose to Win 
Interfaith Center of Greater Philadelphia
Jenkintown Library
Lead Smart Coaching, LLC
Marianist Life 
Medical Mission Sisters Community
Menschwork
Mercy Volunteer Corps
Neumann Spirituality Group
North Phila. Spiritual Ministry
Old St. Joseph Church
Olney Neighborhood Seniors
Pebble Hill Church
Philadelphia Cristo Rey HS
Presbyterian Ministers & Spiritual Directors
Project HOME
   Residential & Homeless Programs
   Senior Management Team
Valley Green Heirs (formerly Questors)
Sacred Immersion Retreat 
Salvation Army 

Saturday Morning Faith Sharing 
Sisters of Mercy 
   Institute of the Srs. of Mercy of the Americas
   New Membership Design Team
   Anti-Racism Training
   Focus on Haiti
   Sisters of Mercy Mid-Atlantic Community
   New Members Team
   Jubilarians Retreat
   Mercy Associates Circle
St. John’s Hospice 
   Staff Retreat
   Garden Volunteers
St. Mary’s Medical Center
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
The Center for Grieving Children
The Center of Peace
United Methodist Ministers
Villanova University
Vincentian Leadership Team
Waldron Mercy Academy
Women In Preservation
Women in Transition
Won Institute of Graduate Studies
Youth Orchestra of Bucks County

Thank You For Your Support                                 Groups Served 2016-2017



13475 Proctor Road
Philadelphia, PA 19116-1723

215-934-6206
info@cranaleith.org
www.cranaleith.org

Stay Connected!!

May you meet mercy each day: in the 
light of your own heart, at the hands 
of your loved ones, in the eyes of the 

stranger and the needy. And if by 
chance you do not at first meet it, then 
search your heart for it, listen patiently 
for word of it, and it will tap you on the 
shoulder, a quiet surprise, small gesture 
the tender look, given and received in 

the encounters of your day.  

— Meeting by Mary Wickham, RSM


